
Literacy Checkpoints - Nursery
Checkpoint Literacy – Comprehension Literacy – Word Reading Literacy - Writing
September Enjoys sharing books with an adult.

Repeats words and phrases from familiar
stories.
Asks questions about a book.
Beginning to develop a narrative about a book
they have read using props in play.

Notices some print, such as the first
letter of their name, a bus or door
number or a familiar logo.

Enjoys drawing freely.
Add some marks to their
drawings, which they give
meaning to. For example: ‘That’s
my mummy.’
Make marks to represent their
name.

End of
Autumn
Term

Understand the five key concepts about print: -
print has meaning - the names of the different
parts of a book - print can have different
purposes - page sequencing - we read English
text from left to right and from top to bottom
Name the characters from a familiar story.

Develop their phonological awareness,
so that they can: - spot and suggest
rhymes - count or clap syllables in a
word - recognise words with the same
initial sound, such as money and
mother

Use some of their print and letter
knowledge in their early writing.
For example: writing a pretend
shopping list that starts at the top
of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy.

End of
Spring Term

Understand the five key concepts about print: -
print has meaning - the names of the different
parts of a book - print can have different
purposes - page sequencing - we read English
text from left to right and from top to bottom
Listen to a story and comment on the events.

Develop their phonological awareness,
so that they can: - spot and suggest
rhymes - count or clap syllables in a
word - recognise words with the same
initial sound, such as money and
mother

Use some of their print and letter
knowledge in their early writing.
For example: writing a pretend
shopping list that starts at the top
of the page; write ‘m’ for mummy.
Write some or all of their name.

End of
Summer
Term

Engage in extended conversations about
stories, learning new vocabulary
Begin to answer how and why questions about
the stories they hear

Develop their phonological awareness,
so that they can: - spot and suggest
rhymes - count or clap syllables in a
word - recognise words with the same
initial sound, such as money and
mother.
Identify an object when given the initial
sound.
Say the initial sound in a given word.
Clap the syllables in a word.

Attempt to write their name in a
way that they or others can
recognise.
Discuss the marks they make,
e.g. “this is a car”



Literacy Baseline Checkpoint End of Autumn Term Checkpoint End of Spring Term Checkpoint End of EYFS Checkpoint

Comprehension Enjoys listening to stories and
retell a simple story using story
vocabulary using visual clues, e.g.
talking through a familiar book.
Can make a simple prediction
about what might happen next
Joins in with familiar rhymes and
songs.

Has a love of stories and listens
attentively to story time.
Enjoys talking to others about
favourite stories.
Is able to talk about the main
events in the story and predict
what might happen.
Can connect with the
story/characters “it reminds me
of…”
Can retell a story using role play or
small world resources, using some
story language.

Has a good understanding of story
structure and can retell and make
up own stories using vocabulary
that has been learnt.
Identifies non-fiction texts,
remembering facts.

Demonstrate understanding of
what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and recently
introduced vocabulary.
Anticipate – where appropriate –
key events in stories.
Use and understand recently
introduced vocabulary during
discussions about stories,
non-fiction, rhymes and poems
and during role-play.

Word Reading Can discriminate between sounds.
Can keep a simple rhythm and
match rhyming words.
Is able to recognise own name.
Can say the initial sound in a word.
Can orally blend some simple cvc
words.

Can say all set 1 sounds speedily
Can blend and read simple words
e.g. in, am, red, bin, yes.
Can read some words from red
rainbow 1

Reads red books containing cvc
words with set 1 sounds
Shows a good understanding of
what has been read.
Reads some words with special
friends
Reads green words 1.1 – 1.5
Beginning to Fred in head some
words

Say a sound for each letter in the
alphabet and at least 10 digraphs
(sh, th, ch, qu, nk, ng, ph, wh, kn,
ck).
Read words consistent with their
phonic knowledge by
sound-blending.
Reading aloud simple sentences
and books that are consistent with
their phonic knowledge, including
some common exception words.

Writing Can say the initial sound in a word.
Uses some recognisable letter
shapes when writing own name.
Can orally segment some simple
cvc words.

Can segment and spell some cvc
words containing set 1 sounds.
Can match set 1 graphemes and
phonemes.
Writes cvc words and labels.
Is starting to write simple captions.
Holds a simple sentence for writing
Writes some lower case letters
correctly.
Uses some upper case letters, e.g.
for own name, Mum and Dad.

Writes some upper case letters
correctly.
Writes most lower case letters
correctly using a tripod grip.
Says the sound for all set 1 sounds
and graphemes.
Writes cvc words and labels using
set 1 sounds.
Spells some tricky words.
Write captions.
Is starting to write short sentences.
Uses finger spacing between
words.

Write recognisable letters, most of
which are correctly formed.
Spell words by identifying sounds
in them and representing the
sounds with a letter or letters.
Write simple phrases and
sentences that can be read by
others.



Reads sentences back to an adult.


