
 

Through creativity, challenge and connection, we unlock our true potential 

Allerton Bywater Primary School 

Writing policy 
 

 

Intent of the subject  
 

At Allerton Bywater Primary School, our writing curriculum aims to develop confident writers who 
can write articulately and creatively, adapting their language and style for a range of contexts, 
purposes and audiences. We provide children with a well-considered sequence of learning that 
progressively develops their writing skills so they are continually building on their ability to 
demonstrate their knowledge, ideas and emotions within their written work.  
 
This is underpinned by our whole-school curriculum goals:  
 
1) Curriculum enhancing experiences (enrichment) 
 Community 

We provide children with learning experiences that develop a tolerance and 
understanding of those inside and outside their local community. We use our local 
environment and members of our community to share knowledge and inspire the 
purpose and provide an audience for our writing. 

 
 Child-Led 

In writing, we listen to children’s views and take onboard their interests to inform 
their upcoming learning. We want children to be inspired and take ownership of 
their writing.  

 
 Professional Innovation 

Teachers have the professional freedom to utilise their knowledge of the children’s 
understanding, progress and interests in order to adapt and enhance writing 
lessons for their children. 

 
 

2) Quality Texts 

Our writing curriculum at Allerton Bywater Primary school is underpinned by high quality texts. 
Each half term, every year group has carefully selected core texts that inspire, challenge and 
contextualise our pupil’s writing. This underpins their writing focus and exposes children to 
ambitious vocabulary and varied sentence structure that they can imitate and apply their 
knowledge of to create their own writing. The high-quality texts that are linked to our year group’s 
topic are age-appropriate and expose our pupils to a range of genres and cultures in order to 
further develop tolerance and understanding of those outside their local community. Through our 
use of high-quality texts, we aim to broaden and build upon our children’s cultural capital by 
exposing our pupils to powerful vocabulary and knowledge of experiences so they are able to 
write in context for a meaningful purpose. 



 

This policy is supported by, and should be read in conjunction with, our ‘Craft of 
Teaching’ and ‘Curriculum’ policies 

Implementation of the subject from EYFS to Year 6 

Writing is taught daily and teachers deliver high-quality, progressively sequenced lessons by 
following our writing cycle ‘understand, apply and create’. Delivery of our whole school, consistent 
writing approach, provides pupils with the confidence and opportunity to understand the carefully 
chosen grammar objectives, apply their knowledge at sentence level, imitate the high-quality core 
texts and independently create their own pieces of writing for a range of purposes and audiences. 
(See appendix for further details.) 

Progress is checked both during and at the end of each lesson and we encourage all pupils to take 
responsibility for their own and their peers’ learning. A range of Assessment for Learning strategies 
are used, for example peer marking, evaluation, self-assessments against objectives and success 
criteria, the use of talk partners and end of unit assessment tasks. Through these, both children and 
adults are able to recognise the progress being made. 

Teachers are expected to make regular formative assessment of each child’s progress and to record 
these on OTrack. All children in KS1 and KS2 will write at least 2 assessed writing pieces per half 
term. These are assessed and children’s progress is tracked on our writing assessment grid which 
links to the end of year age related expectations for each year group. Teachers are expected to use 
this and their professional innovation to inform their future planning for their next writing sequence. 

Resources 

Our school has a range of resources to support the teaching of writing across the school. Classrooms 
have a range of basic resources including a set of dictionaries and thesauruses and each class is 
provided with their half termly core texts. We also have a wide range of high-quality texts in the 
school library. Stored centrally to support the planning and resourcing of writing lessons we have a 
range of moderated WAGOLLS for each year group, year group sentence structure and SPaG 
progression document and a range of resources linking to Jane Considine’s The Write Stuff.  People 
with an interest, or expertise, in a particular topic or area of writing are invited into school to work 
with the children. These might be parents, grandparents, other family members, neighbours or 
representatives of the local community.  

 

Role of the Subject Leader 
− To create and update the subject policy 

− To support colleagues in their planning, delivery and assessment of the subject  

− To take responsibility for the auditing, organisation, purchase and deployment of central 

resources 

− To keep self and other staff up-to-date with developments in writing education by relevant 

reading and MAT networks 

− To monitor and evaluate pupil attainment and progress in writing skills across school 

− To monitor and evaluate the quality of teaching and learning in writing across school 

− To liaise with governors and other external visitors 

Monitoring of the subject 
Subject monitoring takes place half-termly through a range of: 
- sampling of medium -term planning for all year groups 



 

This policy is supported by, and should be read in conjunction with, our ‘Craft of 
Teaching’ and ‘Curriculum’ policies 

- learning walks 
- lesson observations 
- scrutiny of children’s work 
- examination of topic books and classroom environments 
- analysis of assessment and tracking data 
- pupil voice 
 

Inclusion/SEND 
We believe that all children, irrespective of background, race, gender and capability should have 
equal access to the curriculum.  
 
We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we provide 
suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of 
the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies which are differentiated by task, expected 
outcome and/or support from peers or adults. 
 

Health & Safety  
Our school policy for visits and excursions will be adhered to for all trips, a copy of which can be 
found on our website. This is supplemented by Leeds City Council guidance concerning 
Educational Visits.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


