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9th June 2020 

 

Dear parents and carers 

I would like to bring you up to date on our response to the challenges of Covid-19 across our 

schools. 

1. Provision for Key worker children 

We continue to support families of key workers. Our provision for these children has expanded 

and we are mirroring the ‘bubble’ strategy we are using in our ‘eligible year group’ classes. 

2. Eligible year groups in school 

Year 6: All our schools ran a very successful induction programme with Year 6 last week and 

are opening their doors to Year 6 for four days per week. Our dedicated staff teams have 

worked hard to prepare classrooms and the site, establish new systems based on detailed risk 

assessments and establish new routines to minimise risks of transmission of Covid-19. Our 

children responded superbly to the new routines and classroom practices. We are so proud of 

them. Thank you to all families who prepared their children for this change and are supporting 

us with adhering to the social distancing guidelines.  

Year 1: Our Year 1 children begin their return to school this week with one induction day. 

Again, classrooms have been altered to meet government guidelines and our risk 

assessments. Children are meeting staff in small groups this week so they can become familiar 

with new routines and feel comfortable with them. They will be in school for four days next 

week (beginning Monday 15th June) 

3. Reception and Nursery children  

Having accepted increased numbers of Key Worker children and high numbers of Year 6 and 

Year 1 children, we are unfortunately not able to offer any provision for Reception or 

Nursery children at this stage. We are very disappointed about this as we had hoped to 

support all families of eligible children. However, the government guidelines for class size and 

social distancing mean that we will not have the space or staffing levels currently to support 

further year groups on site. We will continue to monitor the situation and if government 

guidelines change, we will respond and look to meet any new expectations.  

4. Children learning at home  

We continue to support all children who are undertaking home learning, whatever year group. 

Please do let us know if you need additional support with this.  

5. Covid-19 testing 

We will be following government and local guidelines on what to do if a child or member of 

staff tests positive. This will involve all children and staff from the same class ‘bubble’ 

remaining at home to self-isolate for 14 days. In addition, as we want to maintain a fully open 

and honest dialogue with you, we intend to inform you if someone has been tested and is 

awaiting results. Whilst they may, of course, be negative, we feel strongly you will want to 

know and it will also give you some advance warning that your child might be asked to stay at 

home in a day or so should the test be positive. Of course, if the government meets its ambition 

to return all tests within 24 hours, this will be less of a problem, but in the meantime, we think 

you will want to know if someone who has been symptomatic has been in a group with your 

child.  
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In these difficult and worrying times I would like once again to pay tribute to all of our staff across the 

Brigshaw Learning Partnership. Their dedication, creativity, compassion and generosity of spirit have 

embodied the values we stand for as a trust. Our mission statement ‘Success and Respect for All’ 

has never been more important. We remain wholly committed to this aim. As the government today 

announces that there are now no plans for all primary age children to return to school before the 

summer, I am sure many of you are feeling more concerned than ever. Please be assured that we 

will continue to work with you in supporting all of our children - at home and at school - to continue to 

engage with learning as safely and happily as possible. We miss them and look forward to seeing 

them back in school as soon as we are able to. Thank you for your supportive feedback and continued 

trust in us.  

 

Wishing you and your families good health and well-being in the weeks ahead. 

 

 

Cath Lennon 

Chief Education Officer 

 


